
Introduction to Clay 

On Mondays in Sundance class, our art room will be curated to support the exploration of clay, a 

material that speaks of human history. Our art room will become an atelier where our hands and feet 

can encounter, explore, and come to know the material, at the same time experiencing and 

experimenting with sensations, forms, perception, and imagination. Clay will be offered in its different 

"phases of life", from wet to dry. It is crushed and powdered one day, and then meets with water on 

another day to come back to life again, ready to be moulded. 

  

Eventually, clay will be offered in relation with different supports: wooden boards of different shapes 

and sizes, reflective surfaces, metals, plastics, tools, nature. Bases that have different surfaces make for 

interesting departures and can become the die or mould for new textures, different surfaces can also 

offer a new perspective, for example, working on the floor. Our large worktable allows for the use of 

traditional tools – for incisions, hollowing and smoothing – and for other unusual tools too, like pasta-

cutters, potato-mashers, and icing-bags. Then there are torches and magnifying glasses, which allow us 

to get closer to the material’s inner structures in new ways.  

 

Monday January 11th, 2021 – Day 1 

 

This was the first time the children had experienced clay in our 

classroom, so we started off simply, with clay and water on our table. 

Water can change the properties of the clay and can also be used to 

help connect separate clay pieces together, acting as a type of glue, 

we call this “slip”. 

 

In the pictures, you can see that the children are getting to know the 

material using their hands. They are poking, squeezing, rolling, 

stacking, and purposefully manipulating. 

 

Some children began to experiment with creating representational 

forms with the clay. They said they were making a volcano, a 

snowman, an upside-down ice cream cone and a happy face.  
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