
Introduction to Clay 

Once a week in Chianti class, our classroom will be curated to support the exploration of clay, a material 

that speaks of human history. Our classroom will become an atelier where our hands and feet can 

encounter, explore, and come to know the material, at the same time experiencing and experimenting 

with sensations, forms, perception, and imagination. Clay will be offered in its different "phases of life", 

from wet to dry. It is crushed and powdered one day, and then meets with water on another day to 

come back to life again, ready to be moulded. 

  

Eventually, clay will be offered in relation with different supports: wooden boards of different shapes 

and sizes, reflective surfaces, metals, plastics, tools, nature. Bases that have different surfaces make for 

interesting departures and can become the die or mould for new textures, different surfaces can also 

offer a new perspective, for example, working on the floor. Our large worktable allows for the use of 

traditional tools – for incisions, hollowing and smoothing – and for other unusual tools too, like pasta-

cutters, potato-mashers, and icing-bags. Then there are torches and magnifying glasses, which allow us 

to get closer to the material’s inner structures in new ways.  

 

Tuesday January 19th, 2021 – Day 1 

 

Here is some of the children’s 

dialogue from our first day with clay: 

‘Dry out’ without water, 

Sticky, 

It’s like playdough, I have playdough at 

daycare but it’s different colours, like 

blue and yellow and blue, 

I smelled it, it smells good, 

I’m banging it, 

I did make a snake, 

I made a ball, 

I can’t make it. 
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A shell 

I made a worm, 

I made a hole with my finger, 

I’m making a baby, its name is Lucy, look, I made a baby, 

I want to do it again, 

We need the water, I want the water, look it, I poured the water, 

So much fun, so much fun! 

 

 

 

 


